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CONGREGATION 

OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 

(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical, 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 
The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mortification and labor. 


* * * & 
The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 


to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 
Mountains, Sahara. 


West Africa: The Gold Coast, French 
West Africa. 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia, Belgian Congo, 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


*. + * *# 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the living 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 


daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 


kindly notify us immediately of a change of 
address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR 


Very a Cp = = 


Former Superior General of the White Fathers, 


who in the early days of the foundation of our Con- 


gregation was delegated by our Venerable Founder 


Cardinal Lavigerie as Ecclesiastical Superior. He held 
the office until the Holy See appointed that our Insti- 
tute of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 


should be autonomous. 


The White Sisters are deeply indebted to Very 


Reverend Father Voillard for his paternal help and 


unstinted devotedness then and always. They deeply 


sympathize with His Excellency the Most Reverend 
Joseph Birraux, Superior General of the White Fathers 


and the Society in their great loss. 


May Almighty God grant to a faithful and loving 


son the eternal reward of the Apostles. 
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OUR FLIGHT 


My dearest Family: 


Happy and holy Easter to you all! May 
the Risen Lord shower you with His most 
precious blessings! You may be sure that 
I asked for you on this blessed morn 
graces in proportion to His “kindness and 
His Power.” 


And now, as I had promised, I shall tell 
you a little about our ‘dizzy-speed”’ trip. 
You have by now surely received the let- 
ter sent you from Mangou through Father 
Gauthier, who as I mentioned, will pay 
you a visit on his trip home in the near 
future. 


I must mention once again my very 
very happy stay at the Mother-House dur- 
ing almost five glorious months, through 
which time, I enjoyed to the full all the 
advantages, spiritual and temporal of be- 
ing at the ‘‘home-centre,’’ meeting count- 
less White Sisters, among whom many 
newly-arrived young sisters from Belgium, 
France and Holland, becoming really ac- 


From Algiers to Likuni, Nyassaland 


quainted with our Reverend Mother Gen- 
eral, for whom I do not hide my admira- 
tion and affection. (She is simply wonder- 
ful—I can't tell you how kind she has 
been in so many ways) and the other 
Mothers of the Counsel. I had the golden 
opportunity of seeing at close hand all the 
traditions of the Congregation and pene- 
trating myself fully with the true spirit of 
the White Sisters. It is at the Mother 
House that I realized in the most complete 
manner all the happiness of being in the 
ranks of the White Sisters, and the certain- 
ty of my Missionary vocation. I can truly 
say that | am where God wants me and 
that my great desire is to be a White Sis- 
ter for Eternity. 


I was a bit spoiled at the Mother-House. 
Reverend Mother sent us on an all-day 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Africa high upon the hill overlooking the 
Mediterranean. There we made our last 
farewells, imploring our Heavenly Moth- 


( Please turn to page 87 ) 


The Basilica of Our Lady of Africa high upon the hill overlooking the Mediterranean 
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The seventh Novitiate for the training for future 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa will be 
officially inaugurated on the Feast of Christ the King, 
the last Sunday of October. A ten-acre property 
near Holmwood, Dorking, Surrey, England, was se- 
cured for the purpose. It is in the diocese of South- 
wark. We pray and hope that from it a great num- 
ber of Missionary Sisters will go forth for the salva- 
tion of our dear Africans. ‘ 


* * * * * 


On August 19th two of our Sisters visited the Mis- 
sion Exhibit at the National Convention of the Cath- 
olic Central Verein of America and the 
Catholic Women’s Union which was held at St. 
Mary's Abbey, Newark, N. J. Our sincere thanks go 
to Mrs. Lang and the Ladies of her Syracuse Circle 
and to the diffezent Essex County Circles, particularly 
St. Michael's Branch, Elizabeth, for their generosity 
to our African Missions, which will make the cases 


National 


we are preparing for our missions real treasure 
chests. 


* * * * * 


SAHARA 


It is with heartfelt gratitude to the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference War Relief Se:vice that the 
White Sisters have learned of the 250,000 pounds of 
wholewheat flour assigned to the Sahara Missions 
in response to the appeal made by Msgr. George 
Mercier, W.F., Prefect Apostolic of Ghardaia. The 
famine now raging in the southern part of Algieria is 
due to the severe d:ought of the previous year. It 
Our Sisters report that a 
great many of their poor people literally die from 
hunger, while others are carried away by typhus, 


has made many victims. 


typhoid, and recurring fever; sevezal of our Sisters 
contracted these illnesses while nursing them. 


* * * * * 


Bwanda, UGANDA 


Some years ago you kindly obtained a piano for 
us. It is greatly appreciated and has a lovely tone. 
Knowing your generosity and that of your benefac- 
Owing to the push 


for education our African Siste:s will have to take 


tors, I dare ask something more. 


up music, at least those who have any talent for it. 
To teach them we need at least one harmonium to 
Ours are old, infirm and have to be 
As the Sisters 
take charge of the Full Primary Schools and will 


practise on. 
coddled in cotton wool more or less. 


have to give singing lessons and so on, they do 
really need to learn music. All sing but that is no 


longer sufficient. We must become more up to date. 
Do you think you could find one or more generous 


people to help us out? 


Each year numbers of Syllabuses, Circulars, Notes, 
Catechism lessons, model lessons on all subjects and 
lots of other epistles have to be turned out at 
Bwanda. Most of these have to be typed. Mother 
would like to get a duplicator. Do you think you 
could find her one? 


The Carmelites from Boston sent Sister M. du Car- 
mel a number of delightful little books. 
ing a list.* 


I am enclos- 
Could you get some for us? The Eng- 
lish is easy and well told and would just suit our 
aspirants and novices, 


The diary the Motherhouse has arrived. 
What a time our Sisters have gone through. They 
have lived an incessant miracle during five years. 
So often in the line of fire yet all safe and the mate- 
tial damage relatively slight. 


from 


Sister M. Bride, W.S. 


” *Booklets referred to: 
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My First Gift, by Sr. M. Ambrose, O.P. 
My Gift to Jesus, by S:. M. Ambrose, O.P. 
= Sie of the Blessed Virgin, by Daniel A. Lord, 


The Story of St. Joseph, by Daniel A. Lord, S.J. 
— of the Holy Family, by Daniel A. Lord, 


* * * * * 


Ouagadougou, IVORY COAST 


Sunday was a true Apostolic feast day for the 
Church, four of her children were elevated to the 
Priesthood, three being for our Vicariate. 
dougou now has eight Native Priests. 


Ouaga- 


These ceremonies are always impressive, especial- 
ly at the moment of the imposition of the hands. 
Forty-six Priests were present, White Fathers and 
Native Priests intermingling according to seniority of 
ordination—it was a beautiful crown. Striking illus- 
tration of the true fraternity of which our Catholic 
Church is justly proud. 


Mother M. Annonciata, W.S. 


* * * * * 


ERRATA:—In tfie July-August ‘Messenger . . . “ethe 
caption below the cut of the Native African Sister 
on Page 79 should read: 


In June 1945, there were 16 Novitiates, 756 
Professéd Sisters, 157 Novices and 201 Pos- 
tulants under the White 
Sisters. 
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“The work of ¥ he missions is to 
make the whole’ world a Holy Land 
to establish the Kingdom of God in 
all souls, that He may be known even 
in the hur ablest dwelling on the 
earth.” —Pope Pius X11. 


N THE MISSIONS as well as at home, 

all Christians are called upon to raise 

funds to support the Propagation of the 
Faith. 


Central ‘Africa has no desire to be left 
behind. Every year Mission Sunday is 
celebrated in all Mission Posts and duly 
prepared for by the zealous promoters so 
that they, too, will do their share and offer 
a large contribution for this great Pontifi- 
cal work. 


In Mission land, however, this is not a. 


matter of just passing the collection plate, 
no! It is much more complicated for, you 
see, these children are very poor and must 
earn any money they receive. Then, in 
order to give much, they add their coins 
together and eventually are able to con- 
tribute a franc. 


There are many odd jobs to be done in 
the Missions. Sister has, therefore, an 
honor roll and whatever a child earns and 
gives is marked down beside his name on 
the list and his sum grows. Thus on some 
days, Sister announces to her students: 
“There is work to be done for the Pope. 
All who wish to earn something and add 
to their quota, present yourselves after 
school—to carry soil.” 


The faithful ones come with tools: a 
rake, an old shovel, a used basket, an old 


pail, etc., and carry soil to level the path- ; 


ways. Those who work faithfully earn 
from one to two francs at the end of two 
hours. There are some who tire very eas- 
ily. These soon lay aside their tools after 
a few turns but when it comes time to be 
paid they regret it and start to make ex- 
cuses because they only receive 5 or 6 
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PENNIES For The | 


sous. They say “njiaa, Mama, njaa” 
(hungry, Sister, hungry). 
back tomorrow.” 


We will come 


Another time Sister calls for helpers 
to crush bricks to scatter along the path- 
ways for, in rainy season the pathway of 
clay soil becomes so slippery that you 
practically skid at every step. This offers 
the children another means of earning 
money and adding to their sum on the list. 
The children get together, gather broken 
bricks in a pile then with a heavy rock do 
the job. To a tune, a hundred times re- 
peated perhaps, rhythmically their raise 
their rocks and come down heavily on the 
bricks which are easily broken. The work 
is soon completed for it is well adapted to 
the strength of the little ones. They too, 
are eager to have two or three sous ac- 
credited to their names. ‘Sister,’ they say, 
"if you have any more work like this, re- 
member us because we like the Pope very 
much,” 


There are some who do not come at all 
to work for the Sisters but these have an- 
other way of earning their contribution, 
for they sell their excess fruits and roots to 
the Sisters for the benefit of the cause. 


When their families are well provided, 
there sometimes remains some roots of 
manioc that they want to get out of the 
way. One of the older girls comes to the 
door, knocks and says "Sister, do you 
want to buy this manioe? I am giving the 
money toward the Propagation of the 
Faith.” We accept the offer and the goods 
is carried to the storeroom of our boarders. 
The hungry ask each other ‘For whom is 
al] this food?’’—''Maria has given every- 
thing for the Pope. Kumbe! Papa atashiba 
leo!’ (The Pope will eat until his heart's 
content today.) 


The. grotto: When all the construction 
work is taken care of, there is still an old 
unsolved problem. The Statue of Our 


(Mission Sund 
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1e HOLY FATHER 


ion Sunday) 


Lady of Lourdes has not yet taken its 
place of honor, for the Grotto is not yet 
ready. Who is going to carry all those 
rocks to the proper place? We propose to 
the older girls that they might go gather 
rocks from our old ‘‘Boma” for the Pontifi- 
cal work. That afternoon some fifteen girls 
came into the courtyard carrying rocks on 
their heads. In seven to eight ten-minute 
trips, some will carry as much as three to 
four hundred pounds. Each made her 
own pile and at the end of the day the pile 
was weighed and marked down. As we 
are anxious to have this work completed, 
those who were laie for school received as 
a penance to carry in one rock after class. 
But they are clever. When they expect to 
be late, they get their rock before coming 
to school and hide it in a safe place. As 
soon as the class is dismissed they quick- 
ly get their rock, and in two minutes return 
with it. One girl was very mischievous. 
She carried two rocks ahead of time. One 
for penance and the other for credit. Sis- 
ter was astonished at seeing her come in 
with two rocks and said ‘’Efemia, is it pos- 
sible that you are bringing two rocks for 
your penance?” “No, Sister, this one (ihe 
small rock) is for my penance," and she 
drops it to the floor. “And this one (the 
heavy one) is for the Pope. I am adding 
it to my score for yesterday.” Even thoush 
she was tardy she added a few pennies to 
her Miasion Sunday offering, From time 
te time the children are able to eam 
money on the outside and will sacrifice it 
for the cause. This act is heroic, consider- 
ing how rarely they have money of their 
own, and how tempting the doughnuts are 
at the market. A wedding day is a spe- 
cial boon for the Propagation of the Faith. 

After the wedding, on leaving the 


church, it is customary for the groom to 
throw small coins in the air. The young 


people sing and dance and collect the 
money that is scattered about. When a 


. 


group of weddings takes place there is a 
true nuptial procession. One day twenty- 
four marriages were blessed at a time. 
That day the children made great profits, 
for there was really something to pick up. 
The next day money jingled in little black 
hands. A young crusader* gave the 
example: ‘Sister, here are my three ‘sous’ 
for the Pope.”” And the rest soon follow 
his example: “my two... my four... my 
one... my six... my half franc” etc. 
On the honor roll the tenths added to their 
scores soon become 2, 5, even 7 francs. 


That is the way we prepare for Mission 
Day. It goes on for months as we recall 


to the minds of our little people their duty 
as Catholics. It is perhaps because of the 
generosity of American children that they 
have received their Baptism. They, in 
turn, must help to save their little pagan 
brothers. In this immense wilderness of 
Maniema there are still many who wait 
for the regenerating waters of Baptism. 
The work of the Propagation of the Faith 
contributes largely to multiply the Mission 
Posts and especially the Missionaries. 


The Harvest is Great but the Laborers 
few! 
Sister M. Erna 
Kasongo, Belgian Congo. 


*The Eucharistic Crusade movement, for the young, is 
established in a great number of our schools. 


“In recent years our country has 
had to play its part in destructive 
With the dawn of 
must mobilize all our 


modern warfare. 
peace we 
forces, all our power of organization 
for the spread of fraternal charity. 
There will be no peace without the 
spirit of Christ. How are the peoples 
of the world to know and to appreci- 
ate the spirit of Christ, unless it is 
taught to them and presented to them 
in living example? That is the work 
of the foreign missions.” 


—Archbishop R. J. Cushing. 
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Our Flight ° 


( Continued from page 83 ) 


er’s special blessings; then we descended to the little 
Chapel in the Ravine; also called at the Monastery 
of the Poor Clare Nuns; it was a very happy and 
fervent day—there were nine of us, all young sisters. 
I of course prayed specially for you also, and for the 
vocations of those remaining at home. The choice of 
the right vocation is one of the most important steps 
in life, on which oftentimes depends one’s eternity. 
I cannot thank God enough for mine. Blessed be His 
Holy Name forever! 


As you know, our departure had been scheduled 
for March seventeenth, but one delay followed anoth- 
er, the plane would not arrive on schedule, or we 
could not embark because the plane had too much 
mail. We were even taken to the airport, and at the 
last minute, saw the plane leave without us. But it 
is like that each time, as something unforeseen al- 
ways comes up, due to the post-war conditions which 
are as yet far from normal, especially in North Africa. 
I was, however, glad to be present on March twenty- 
fifth for the gala celebration of the Silver Jubilee of 
two of our Sisters. It was really something worth- 
while, especially as I had never seen anything like it 
before. Both Sisters were at the Mother House, and 
it was a real feast. I also had a grand rest at the 
Mother House and feel fine now, and ready for work, 
of which there is plenty in the Mission. Finally, on 
Sunday, March thirty-first, after assisting at Vespers, 
Benediction and Conference we said goodbye to my 
beloved Mother House. Reverend Mother herself 
wanted to accompany us to the airport, but there 
was no room in the auto. You can imagine our joy 
at leaving for the Equator at last, but it was never- 
theless a sacrifice to part with those left behind, who 
had been to me a real family. In Missionary life, it 
is a sacrifice we must renew each time we change 
Post; all that is counted by God in the ransom of 
souls, 


At five-thirty we took off for Tunis in a twelve-pas- 
senger French tri-motor plane, very elegant and very 
comfy. We flew for two and one-half hours and I 
recognized my beautiful Kabylia, those superb moun- 
tains which God created so green and peaceful, and 
the mighty Djurjura, its summit still covered with 
snow. I did not forget to send heavenwards a spe- 
cial petition for my dear Kabyles whom | had grown 
to love. At eight o'clock, at nightfall, we could see 
the lights of Tunis, and in landing, I was suddenly 
seized with a terrific earache, which lasted until I 
set foot on ground and left me completely deaf in the 
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left ear until next morning. 


After that, I faithfully 
followed the indications of ‘Air-France,” and at dif- 
ferent times during the course of the flight, affected 
a movement of mastication and swallowing, which 
proved entirely efficacious, to offset the effects of 
changing attitudes. Arrived at the Tunisia Hotel, we 
telephoned our sisters of Tunis, who called upon us 
a half-hour later, the Regional Mother of Tunisia and 
two young sisters. I don’t know which of us was 
most happy at seeing the others. We gave them all 
the news from the Mother-House and Mother Robert 
Marie, who is also American, had the thoughtfulness 
of bringing us fudge. After pzomises of mutual 
prayers, we said our “goodbyes,” and retired at 
about 9:30. The sisters told us that this Hotel had 
served as a Hospital during the World War of 1914 
and the White Sisters were in charge. 


Four-thirty a. m. we are called next morning, and 
off to the aizport. At six-thirty our flying-machine 
rises to the clouds once again, and we sail over a 
sea of thick, white clouds, seeming to us as though 
we were over the “polar snows.” It is a bit cold and 
at 9:30 we land at Tripoli for breakfast. Here we 
are in Italian territory, occupied by the English. A 
young English Miss in Air-Service uniform, takes 
charge of us, very happy to find someone who 
speaks her language. Our English Miss tells us she 
just arrived from Malta, “had been educated at a 
Convent in England by Holy Ghost Sisters.” A half- 
hour later, off again for Benghazi. All morning we 
fly over the Mediterranean. When over the water 
we hardly feel any motion, really not at all; always 
more when above land due to gravity or something. 
Weather superb, everything fine, until the landing, 
when our brave pilot goes into a gymnastic session, 
and bends his wings from one side to the other to an 
almost horizontal position, so that one must make an 
heroic act of will to keep one’s heart in place. A 
promenade and a bit of air after dinner would help 
a bit, but we must quickly set off again. As soon 
as we have gained the right altitude, we feel grand, 
the plane seems practically motionless, and except 
for the deafening noise of the motors, to which how- 
ever, we quickly become accustomed and the fact 
that our feet a:e like ice, everything is too comfort- 
able. Happily we suffer this slight discomfort, other- 
wise our Missionary spirit would not be at ease. 
There is a young lady passenger, twenty-one years 
old, very accgmplished and very charming. She is 
returning to her home in Madagascar after nine years 
of study in Switze:land. Of Swiss parentage, she 
was unable to return home sooner due to the war, 
had not seen her family since twelve years of age. 
Imagine her joy. Also a high commander in military 
garb, and two French gentlemen, these last two also 
bound for Madagascar, three members of the crew, 
pilot and co-pilot, radio operator, which makes nine 
of us. It is so calm and tranquil up in the air—each 
occupied with writing, reading, etc. It is easy to 
keep in the presence of God. We have each a win- 
dow at proximity, enabling us to admire the beau- 
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ties of creation. We unite with our Sisters at the 
Mother House for Mass and Communion. Needless 
to say, our Heavenly Mother is our first traveling 
companion. We have not the slightest fear, feeling 
much safer than in a train. At four o'clock we land 
at El-Adern. Off again at 4:30. All afternoon we 
fly over desert land, across the desert of Libya and 
then Egypt. At 6:30 we spy the great City of Cairo 
—all eyes are attentive. There is the Nile, and the 
Pyramids, and the sea, and the green fields. But 
there goes our dear pilot again. He resumes his 
contortions fifteen to twenty minutes before landing 
and I can not look any longer. This time he gives 
us such a shaking that after having stood firm and 
fine all day, I now resign myself, lean my head 
back, close my eyes, and remain very still. He 
glides down onto the field with an exquisite perfec- 
tion but shakes us without pity. My companion is 
always calm and equal to everything. Nothing dis- 
turbs her digestive apparatus. My knees are shaky 
when I set foot on ground, and there is yet the 
Customs, formalities and again a fifteen minutes ride 
before we reach the hotel. I am really anxious to 
get to destination. At this moment Cairo does not 
interest me in the least, but on account of all of you, 
I decide to look a bit. Cairo is very very decorative, 
all the buildings and villas, miniature palaces are in 
exquisite oriental style, such as I had never seen. 
Oh, but that smell of gasoline. Thank Heaven there 
won't be any of it in the jungle! Arrived at Hieropo- 
lis Hotel, we quickly follow a tall, giant Egyptian, 
dressed in white tunic, with multi-colored belt, a 
white turban encercling his silent figure. We have a 
very nice recom with bath adjoining, and french doors 
opening onto a little balcony. Sister Raymond de 
Pennafort, my companion, who is a graduate nurse, 
puts me quickly to bed. I gladly obey without a 
word—ten hours of flight, almost 2000 miles, with 
four landings for the first day, is plenty for me! 
Sister must descend alone to the dining room-—there 
are hundreds of guests and she finds a place with 
our fellow-passengers. Soon afterwards she returns, 
followed by a native bearing a tray on which is a 
daintily-prepared supper. Really, this is not very 
missionary but I call upon the virtue of simplicity, so 
well-known to the White Sisters and accept every- 
thing as from the hand of God. It would seem that 
we are at the Egyptian court of the Pharoahs— 
everything is served on silver platters! I now feel 


much better, and after night-prayers together, we 


quickly settle for the night. But Cairo is so noisy, it 


seems that the trolleys and trucks are about to jump 
through the windows. One would think it is New 
York and Boston together. Finally, it is too much! 
We must close all the windows in order to get a few 
hours’ rest, as we start off early again next morning. 


(To be continued) 


Sr. M. Irena. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


RANSOMED A GIRL FOR CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 
Mrs. E. S. Corcoran 


RANSOMED PAGAN BABIES 


Miss C. Ryan 

Sacred Heart School, Worcester, Mass. 

St. Paul School, Worcester, Mass. 

Alvernia High School, Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. R. Roberts 

Mrs. E. S. Corcoran 

Mrs. J. Richard 

8th Grade Holy Name School, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss G. Ledoux 

Mrs. J. Ross 


CLOTHED A CHILD FOR 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 


House of Good Shepherd, Wauwatausa, Wis. 
Mrs. C. Bartell 

Miss M. Peltz 

Mrs. C. Stryker 


HELPED TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING 


Miss F. Kulpa 
Miss Roberts 


SUPPORTED THE LEPERS 


Mrs. G. B. Yale 
Mrs. C. Stryker 
Mrs. J. Donnelly 


PROVIDED BREAD FOR THE ORPHANS 


Mrs. F. Reed 
Miss M. Peltz 
Miss M. M. Santori 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Are Available at the White Sisters Convent 
YOUR HELP — HELPS THE MISSIONS 
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SODALITY DOINGS 


Rwanda 


In every mission parish, here as at 
home, the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is established. After one or two 
years of candidateship, if the young lady 
is judged worthy she is allowed to pro- 
nounce her consecration on the 8th ot De- 
cember. For this great day she prepares 
herself by a three days’ retreat. They 
number fifty at Save, for the time being. 
What we are aiming at is not the quantity 
but the quality and besides, our Sodalists 
have the reputation of being serious girls 
—which fact draws the attention ot more 
than one serious young man. Each year 
twelve or fifteen are married. On these 
good Christian marriages rests the hope ot 
the mission. They are expected to be the 
leaven of the Gospel story, among the peo- 
ple of their villages. We are contident 
that from their children will come Priests 
and Sisters, in one word the “permanent 
establishment of the Church in Africa. 


The feast of the Assumption, August 
15th, is always celebrated with great sol- 
emnity. On this day all the first commu- 
nicants of the year assemble in tront ot 
the church to renew their baptismal prom- 
ises, as the Priest asks, one by one, the 
same questions that were answered for 
them by their Godparents. It is always a 
very impressive scene to see and hear 
some four hundred children swear and 
protest that they renounce Satan forever 
and will remain ever faithful to Jesus. 


This ceremony is followed by a proces- 
sion in which the statue of Our Blessed 
Mother is borne by eight children of Mary 
dressed in white and blue. It is for the 
chosen ones, their triumph of the year, a 
great honor and blessing. 


The procession lasts more than an hour 
during which the rosary is recited and 
hymns are sung in honor of Mary. On 
returning to church the ceremony is 
brought to a close by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 


I must tell you about an amusing inci- 
dent I witnessed. A little pagan boy was 
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enraptured by the statue when all of a 
sudden he broke out of his contemplation 
running to tell his grandmother and an- 
other old woman who came as fast as they 
could hobbling along on a stick. Upon 
seeing the beautiful lady, the two old 
grannies stood still in wonderment for a 
moment and then began to jump and 
dance around in her honor, as if they were 
young girls again. 


Now a word about this statue of the 
Blessed Virgin, which is the admiration of 
our good Natives. It is one of those old 
Madonnas, almost life-size, dressed in a 
beautiful white satin gown and blue silk 
mantle with a long train. On one arm 
Mary carries her Divine Babe. The beau- 
tiful necklaces and diadems, and the ros- 
ary of the Blessed Mother attract special 
attention. Her little chapel is near our 
convent, facing the main road and I do not 
believe that any of her children go by 
without stopping at least to whisper an 
Ave or a Memorare. Among all devotions 
to the Blessed Virgin these are their favor- 
ite—it is the expression of the love of true 
children for their Mother. 


Sister M. Emilienne, W.S. 
Save, Rwanda. 


OBITUARY 


Very Reverend P. Voillard, Reverend H. Drost, Broth- 
er Martin of the Society of the White Fathers. 


Sister M. of St. Ferdinand, Marianites of the Holy 
Cross, New Orleans, La. 


Sister M. Eucharia, Sisters of St. Casimir, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. John A. Griffin, Elizabeth, N. J. 


Mrs. Edward Healey, Jr., Jersey City, N. J., Guild 
Member. 


Mr. John E. Maher, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
R. 1. P. 
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Some Ways to Help 


W HLA 
Our Legal Title Is 


THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don't forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now 
nor later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
in their African Missions, the sum of = ..... Dollars.” 


Mother Superior 
The White Sisters—The Convent 
Mombasa P. O., Kenya, BRITISH EAST AFRICA 


would be very grateful to kind Readers who would mail them good Catholic maga- 
zines and periodicals. 


Now that typewriters are available, we should like to add 2 to the Metuchen 
office equipment. If you have one in good working condition that you would like 
to donate, it will be most welcome. 


Beautifully colored Holy Pictures are always in great demand by all our 
missions—large and prayer book size—also those from religious art calendars. 
Kindly mail them tous and we shall gladly distribute them. 


STAMPS — STAMPS — STAMPS 


We would sincerely appreciate cancelled stamps, especially foreign ones and United 
States commemoratives and higher values. In thus sending us your stamps, you will help to 
support the missionaries and their apostolic works. 


Please do not send ordinary stamps in an envelope first class mail, because the postage 
costs more than the stamps are worth. Kindly keep them until a box is filled; then send it 
parcel post or express to: 

WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
319 Middlesex Avenue Metuchen, New Jersey 
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“Other sheep | have that are not 
of this fold. Them also I must 
bring and they shall hear my voice. 
and there shall be one fold and one 


shepherd.” 


—St. John X. 16 


As a proof of our love and devotion to Almighty God 


and Holy Mother the Church, let us observe 


MISSION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20th 


in a spirit of generous gratitude. 


“To know the missions is to increase one’s love of God and of 
his fellowman a hundredfold! To work, to pray and to arouse inter- 
est in them is to insure the restoration of the work of Christ and His 


charity throughout the world!” 


Right Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. McDonnell 


National Director for the Propagation of the Faith. 
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